Fourth Sunday in Lent
March 30, 2025 - 10:30 AM

The psalm sets the tone this day: “Happy are they whose
transgressions are forgiven, and whose sin is put away!” Happy
are those who have “become the righteousness of God” in the
merits of Christ Jesus. Happy are those for whom the forgiveness
of God has “rolled away . . . the disgrace” of former times. Happy
is the father at the return of his prodigal son. Happy are we that
our sins are forgiven for Jesus’ sake. Rejoice!
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Welcome to Worship!

GATHERING SONGS “Weary Traveler”
“One Awkward Moment”

WELCOME

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
In the name of the Father,

and of the *F Son,

and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and
from whom no secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you
and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our
Lord. Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Most merciful God, we confess that we are captive to sin and
cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought,
word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have
left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we
have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of
your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us,
and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in
your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen.

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin,
and made us alive together with Christ. By grace you have been
saved. In the name of + Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven.
Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit,
that Christ may live in your hearts through faith.

Amen.

OPENING SONG “Your Grace Is Enough”
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GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray. God of compassion, you welcome the wayward, and
you embrace us all with your mercy. By our baptism clothe us with
garments of your grace, and feed us at the table of your love,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

The assembly is seated.

CHILDREN'’S MESSAGE Kim Hopkins
SONG "Make Me a Servant”
LESSON 2 Corinthians 5:16-21

'“From now on, therefore, we regard no one from a human point of
view; even though we once knew Christ from a human point of
view, we know him no longer in that way. '/ So if anyone is in Christ,
there is a new creation: everything old has passed away; see,
everything has become new! '® All this is from God, who reconciled
us to himself through Christ, and has given us the ministry of
reconciliation; "“that is, in Christ God was reconciling the world to
himself, not counting their trespasses against them, and entrusting
the message of reconciliation to us. ?° So we are ambassadors for
Christ, since God is making his appeal through us; we entreat you
on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. ' For our sake he made
him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might become the
righteousness of God.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

The assembly stands for the Gospel.
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GOSPEL Luke 15:1-3, 11b-32
The Holy Gospel according to Saint Luke, the 15th chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.

"Now all the tax collectors and sinners were coming near to listen
to [Jesus.] 2 And the Pharisees and the scribes were grumbling and
saying, “This fellow welcomes sinners and eats with them.”

3So he told them this parable: ""* “There was a man who had two
sons. '?The younger of them said to his father, ‘Father, give me the
share of the property that will belong to me.” So he divided his
property between them. "* A few days later the younger son
gathered all he had and traveled to a distant country, and there he
squandered his property in dissolute living. '*When he had spent
everything, a severe famine took place throughout that country,
and he began to be in need. '* So he went and hired himself out to
one of the citizens of that country, who sent him to his fields to feed
the pigs. '®He would gladly have filled himself with the pods that
the pigs were eating; and no one gave him anything. '/ But when he
came to himself he said, 'How many of my father’s hired hands have
bread enough and to spare, but here | am dying of hunger! "®1 will
get up and go to my father, and | will say to him, “Father, | have
sinned against heaven and before you; '?| am no longer worthy to
be called your son; treat me like one of your hired hands.”" ?°So he
set off and went to his father. But while he was still far off, his father
saw him and was filled with compassion; he ran and put his arms
around him and kissed him. ?' Then the son said to him, ‘Father, |
have sinned against heaven and before you; | am no longer worthy
to be called your son.” ?? But the father said to his slaves, ‘Quickly,
bring out a robe—the best one—and put it on him; put a ring on his
finger and sandals on his feet.  And get the fatted calf and kill it,
and let us eat and celebrate; ?* for this son of mine was dead and is
alive again; he was lost and is found!” And they began to celebrate.

?"Now his elder son was in the field; and when he came and
approached the house, he heard music and dancing. % He called
one of the slaves and asked what was going on. ?’He replied, "Your
brother has come, and your father has killed the fatted calf,
because he has got him back safe and sound.” 2 Then he became
angry and refused to go in. His father came out and began to plead
with him. ?? But he answered his father, ‘Listen! For all these years |
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have been working like a slave for you, and | have never disobeyed
your command; yet you have never given me even a young goat so
that | might celebrate with my friends. *° But when this son of yours
came back, who has devoured your property with prostitutes, you
killed the fatted calf for him!" *" Then the father said to him, ‘Son,
you are always with me, and all that is mine is yours. *? But we had
to celebrate and rejoice, because this brother of yours was dead
and has come to life; he was lost and has been found."”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

The assembly is seated.

SERMON Pastor Kildea
The assembly stands for the song.

SONG “Amazing Grace/My Chains Are Gone”

THE APOSTLES' CREED
Living together in trust and hope, we confess our faith.

| believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and
earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was
conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he
descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he
ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the
Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection
of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

THE PRAYERS

Each petition concludes, "God, in your mercy,”
To which the assembly responds: "receive our prayer.”

5 10:30



PEACE
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.

OFFERING

Thank you for your faithful giving! Offerings may be made in
the narthex as you leave. You may also give online at
www.redeemeronline.net/give, or simply scan the code to the
right to access online giving on your phone.

OFFERING SONG “Come Alive”

The assembly stands.

OFFERTORY PRAYER

Let us pray. God of all creation, all you have made is good, and
your love endures forever. You bring forth bread from the earth
and fruit from the vine. Nourish us with these gifts, that we
might be for the world signs of your gracious presence in Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

PRAYERS AT THE LORD’S TABLE
The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God.

It Is right to give our thanks and praise.

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
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This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

THE LORD'S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us:

Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy name,

thy kingdom come, thy will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread;

and forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power,

and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
These are the gifts of God for the people of God.
Taste and see that the Lord is good!

The assembly is seated for the Holy Communion.

THE HOLY COMMUNION

Holy Communion is a gift of God'’s grace, offered to all who are baptized
and who desire to receive Christ in the bread and wine. Wine is offered by
individual cup. Grape juice and gluten-free bread are also available;
please ask the server. Those not communing are invited to come forward
and receive a blessing; indicate your desire for a blessing by crossing your
hands over your heart.

COMMUNION SONGS "What Feast of Love”
“Table of Love”
"Table of Grace”

After all have been fed, the assembly stands.
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PRAYER FOLLOWING COMMUNION

Let us pray. We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have
refreshed us through the healing power of this gift of life.

In your mercy, strengthen us through this gift, in faith toward
you and in fervent love toward one another; for the sake of
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

IN MISSION Community happenings and opportunities to serve

BLESSING

The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.

The Lord look upon you with favor and ++ give you peace.

Amen.

SENDING SONG “This Is Amazing Grace”
DISMISSAL

Go in peace. Serve the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE

The altar flowers today are given by the Hopkins family,
in celebration of Nathan's birthday

Portions of the service were reprinted from Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2025
Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress
Liturgies Annual License #SAS001906. Music reprinted under CCLI copyright license #
1653027, and Onelicense.net #A-700461.
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